




1 TIMOTHY 3:14-15 NIV

Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions 
so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct 
themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and foundation of the truth.



2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 NIV

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.



1 TIMOTHY 2:8-10 NIV

Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands 
without anger or disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, 
with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not with elaborate 
hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, 
appropriate for women who profess to worship God.



PAUL WANTS...

Men to Pray...
Lifting holy hands ← YES
With anger and disputing ← NO

Women to Dress...
Modestly, decently, appropriately, with good deeds ← YES
With elaborate styles and expensive clothes & jewelry ← NO



Get the focus off self and on God and others.



1 TIMOTHY 2:11-15 NIV

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a 
woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.       
13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one 
deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But 
women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love 
and holiness with propriety. 



1 TIMOTHY 2:11-12 NIV

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do 
not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a 
man; she must be quiet.

PAUL’S INSTRUCTION

To learn
In quietness and submission
Not teaching men
Not assuming authority over men



What do we do with this?

1. Ignore it. Paul was a chauvinist.
2. Limit it to the 1st century. It was for Ephesus but not for us.
3. Understand it as a universal guideline for the church that must be 

applied sensitively.
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1 TIMOTHY 2:13-15 NIV

For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the 
one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became 
a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if 
they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 

PAUL’S REASONING

Creation of Eve
Culpability of Eve
Childbearing of Eve



ARTEMIS OF EPHESUS

- Firstborn twin of Apollos
- Swore off marriage and 

childbearing
- Protector of women in labor
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“She will be saved through childbearing”

1. Childbearing is how women earn salvation.
2. Childbearing saves women from insignificance.
3. It is through an act of childbearing that a Savior came.
4. Women’s salvation/preservation in Christ continues throughout 

childbearing.
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GALATIANS 3:26-29 NIV

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.            
28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 



- All women must follow all men.
- Men are to dominate women.
- Women have no voice or place in the ministry of the church.
- A man cannot learn from a woman.
- A woman can never lead.
- Women are less valuable, capable, or competent.

1 TIMOTHY 2:8-15

What this doesn’t mean...



- The role of pastoral leadership of the whole church is the 
responsibility of qualified men.

- The official teaching ministry of the church is the 
responsibility of qualified men.

1 TIMOTHY 2:8-15

What this does mean...
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Learn together. 



Because the way of Jesus leads to a cross,
spiritual leadership always sacrifices self for others.



“Church leadership is not about power, 
it is about dying.”

B R Y A N   C H A P E L L



The divine order enables 
proper worship of the Divine. 




